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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at 11 a.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable MAZIE 
K. HIRONO, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who soars on the wind 

and stabilizes us through the chal-
lenges of life, we worship You. You re-
main the source for all our blessings. 
Your daily mercies prompt us to praise 
Your Name. Lord, You forgive our dis-
obedience and clear our record of guilt. 

Today, use our lawmakers for Your 
glory. Guide them along the best path 
for their lives as You fill them with 
Your peace. Lord, as they depend on 
You for each decision, surround them 
with Your unfailing love. Give us all 
pure hearts so that we may serve You 
with honor. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 13, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a 
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
first, I want to welcome back all of my 
colleagues from the August work pe-
riod. As we return to Washington, as 
everyone knows, the Senate has a very 
busy schedule ahead of it. 

On the nominations front, we will 
begin this week by holding a cloture 
vote on James Kvaal to be the Under 
Secretary of Education. Tomorrow, we 
will move the nominations of David 
Estudillo to be district judge of the 
Western District of Washington, Angel 

Kelly to serve as district judge for the 
District of Massachusetts, and the Sen-
ate will also begin consideration of 
Veronica Rossman to be the circuit 
judge for the Tenth Circuit. 

On the legislative front, the Senate 
will pick up exactly where we left off 
last month. We will continue our fight 
to preserve voting rights for millions of 
Americans, and, of course, we will con-
tinue working to pass President 
Biden’s Build Back Better agenda and 
set our country on a path to prosperity 
for decades to come. 

At the end of last work period, the 
Senate took two important steps to 
achieving that goal. First, we passed 
the bipartisan $1 trillion infrastructure 
bill that will make historic invest-
ments in our Nation’s physical infra-
structure. 

Second, Senate Democrats came to-
gether to pass a budget resolution with 
reconciliation instructions that will 
clear the way to pass a reconciliation 
bill with historic and transformative 
investments in American jobs, Amer-
ican families, and the fight against cli-
mate change. 

Over the August State work period, I 
remained in constant communication 
with the chairs of the Senate’s relevant 
committees, as well as with the Speak-
er and the White House, including the 
President. I am pleased to say we have 
made substantial progress in trans-
lating provisions of the budget resolu-
tion into policies we can pass into law. 

As we continue our work over the 
next few weeks, I want to take a step 
back and explain why this legislation 
is so important. 
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